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SHUTTING DOWN SHERIDAN
Campbell County High girls top rival in regular-season finale, D1
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It began with a deluge and ended 
with individual fireworks.

Gillette College’s 25th annual 
commencement Friday night had a 
little something for everyone as stu-
dents received degrees, certificates of 
completion and honors in Gillette.

Their arrival at the Wyoming 
Center came amidst a downpour of 
rain and strikes of lightning that lit 
up the dark sky at Cam-plex.

By the end of the evening, though, 
family and friends were whooping as 
students walked across the stage to 
be introduced and accept the doc-
uments that signified their accom-
plishments in 2015.

They made that walk in many dif-
ferent ways. One student paused to 

take a selfie, accepting congratula-
tions and slapping hands with 29 
others in his row as he pranced back 
to his seat in his baby-blue cap and 
gown.

Others held their degrees above 
their heads in triumph. Some 
danced. Some shook their fists in 
delight.

Laken Kuenzel, 20, was among 
them. But she went about this mem-
orable night in a quieter way.

President’s Award
The 2015 President’s Award win-

ner — the outstanding graduate at 
Gillette College — is known for her 
quiet, considerate, steady personal-
ity. That’s become her Modus oper-
and.

The psychology major — who 
hopes to go on to work in either clin-
ical or forensic psychology after com-

pleting her degree work at Chadron 
State University — was honored for 
her efforts this past year at the com-
munity college.

As Paul Young, president of the 
Northern Wyoming Community 
College District, described the win-
ner of this year’s President’s Award, 
Keunzel began to suspect more and 
more that her name would be called 
for the surprise honor.

To be nominated, a student had to 
have a grade point average of 3.25 or 
better and be actively involved in the 
college and community.

Kuenzel, Young said, “was a quiet, 
intelligent student leader, a natural 
team builder at campus events and 
vice president of Phi Theta Kappa.”

He noted that she has worked 
to support the American Cancer 

Downpour doesn’t dampen college commencement
Behind-the-scenes Gillette student earns 2015 President’s Award
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A pair of caps fly Friday as Gillette College students celebrate gradua-
tion at Cam-plex Spirit Hall.
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A body, a coal train and some strange circum-
stances.

Little else is known about the dead man found 
Nov. 11, 1995, buried in a coal hopper at Amax Belle Ayr 
mine near Gillette.

Nearly two decades later, the nameless traveler authori-
ties dubbed “Coal Train Carlos” remains unidentified.

“It’s sad,” Campbell County Coroner Laura Sundstrom 
said. “It’s been 20 years and no one knows who he is. This 
man deserves a name.”

With just months under her belt as coroner, Sundstrom 
is on a mission.

Before she runs for re-election in three years, she 
wants to be calling Coal Train Carlos by his true 
name.

The mystery of

Coal Train Carlos
Campbell County coroner reopens 20-year-old cold case

Photo by Mount Pisgah Cemetery
For nearly 20 years, this marker at Mount Pisgah Cemetery has been the resting place of the ashes of an unknown man found dead in a 
coal hopper. Solving the decades-old mystery of who the man dubbed “Coal Train Carlos” was and where he came from has been taken 
up again by Campbell County Coroner Laura Sundstrom.
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Gillette city officials are touting a 
conservative approach to the 2016 fis-
cal year budget preparation, saying it 
has allowed the city to stay ahead of 
a regional economic downturn while 
looking out for future economic uncer-
tainty.

The upcoming fiscal year budget is 
projected to be about $500,000 less 
than 2015, which includes many of the 
departments within the city making 
their own budget cuts.

“In all my time on this council, this 
has been the quickest and smooth-
est we’ve ever gone through this,” 
Councilman Ted Jerred said of the bud-
geting process during a Gillette City 
Council budget discussion this past 
week.

“We didn’t have to make many cuts 
because a lot of them were already 
made for us,” Councilman Robin Kuntz 
added.

The city still has a few decisions to 
make to nail down a new budget before 
it’s expected to be approved June 2.

The projected total requested bud-
get is $168 million, which is consistent 
with what the city has budgeted for the 
last few years. In the current 2015 fis-
cal year, the original approved budget 
totaled $168,499,755, about $500,000 
more than projected for 2016.

“I think the important thing is that 
we have remained relatively flat and 
we have leftover funds to allocate to 
the reserves,” City Spokesperson Geno 
Palazzari said. “Our conservative out-
look has helped through the economic 
downturn, and we would be prepared 
for any other downturn the economy 
might take. What we can see is that our 
conservative approach is working.”

Some of the larger cuts in this next 
fiscal year budget include:

The Madison Waterline
It’s at a requested budget of near-

ly $44 million, a nearly $2 million cut 
from 2015. The biggest reasons for 
that are the much lower personnel and 

City takes 
conservative 
approach to 
next budget
Departments make 
their own cuts before 
sending on to council
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